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Grace After We're "Home"

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail
And mortal life shall cease,

I shall possess within the veil 
A life of joy and peace.

Stanza 5

Jesus: Water Baptism Is Important!

He started his public ministry by SHOWING us!

He ended his public ministry by TELLING us!

We shouldn’t minimize what Jesus emphasized!

The Bible Is Unique

This library of 66 volumes = the only book
in the world that truly is the book of GOD!

All Scripture is God-breathed…
2 Timothy 3:16, NIV
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Showing Us

Jesus started his public ministry by being baptized!

Matthew 3:13-15, NLT

Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized by   
John.  But John tried to talk him out of it.  “I am the one who needs     
to be baptized by you,” he said, “so why are you coming to me?”     
But Jesus said, “It should be done, for we must carry out all that     
God requires.”  So John agreed to baptize him.

Who Wrote The Book Of God?

Even though the words of the Bible were               
written down by human authors in human        

languages, they are God’s words!

Jeremiah 30:2, NIV

This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says:  Write in a book         
all the words I have spoken to you…

2 Peter 1:21, NLT

…these prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and they        
spoke from God.
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Telling Us

Jesus ended his public ministry by
commanding his church to baptize his followers!

Matthew 28:19-20, NIV

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them          
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,       
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded. And  
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.

The Book Of GOD?

1.  Only GOD could unify all the diverse parts of 
Scripture into one wholly consistent message!

Luke 24:27, NIV

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained             
to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

John 5:39-40, NIV

You study the Scriptures diligently…These are the very Scriptures  
that testify about me…
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Baptism: How Much Water Is Needed?

The NT word baptizo literally means                  
to bury, dunk, plunge, submerge,                    

or immerse something completely under!

So, by definition, it takes                           
a lot of water to baptize a person!

John 3:23, NLT (see also Acts 8:26-39) 

At this time John the Baptist was baptizing at Aenon, near Salim, 
because there was plenty of water there…

The Book Of GOD?

2.  Only GOD could ensure that the breadth and    
volume of information found in Scripture has been 

reported accurately!

Numbers 23:19 & Hebrews 6:18, NLT; John 10:35, MSG

God is not a man, so he does not lie…it is impossible for God to lie… 
and Scripture doesn’t lie…
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“Plenty of Water”

Baptism pictures the spiritual BATH 
we received through our faith in Jesus.

Acts 22:16, NLT

Get up and be baptized.  Have your sins washed away by calling on   
the name of the Lord.

John 13:10, NIV

Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole 
body is clean.  And you are clean…

The Book Of GOD?

3.  Only GOD could orchestrate the fulfillment           
of all the Bible’s predictive prophecies! 

Deuteronomy 18:22, NLT

If the prophet speaks in the Lord’s name but his prediction does    
not happen or come true, you will know that the Lord did not give 
that message.

Acts 2:23, NLT

But God knew what would happen, and his pre-arranged plan          
was carried out…
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“Plenty of Water”

Baptism pictures the TOMB                       
where our old life was buried…

…a tomb which empties because                  
we’ve been raised to live a new life!

Colossians 2:12, NLT

For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized.              
And with him you were raised to new life because you trusted       
the mighty power of God who raised Christ from the dead.

The Book Of GOD?

4.  Only the SON OF GOD could give                   
the Bible its ultimate endorsement!

John 18:37, NIV

In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to      
testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.

John 17:17, NIV

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.
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Is Baptism Necessary?
Water baptism is not necessary for SALVATION. 

But it is necessary for OBEDIENCE!

Acts 2:38 & 22:16, NLT

Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God and                   
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ…What are you waiting for? 
Get up and be baptized.

The Book Of GOD?

5.  Only the SPIRIT OF GOD can fully convince          
us that the Bible is divine—and only as we read it!

1 Corinthians 2:13-14, NIV

This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human           
wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual  
realities with Spirit-taught words. The person without the Spirit    
does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God             
but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them 
because they are discerned only through the Spirit.
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The Book Of GOD!

Make the Bible your primary read! 
The more you read it…the more you’ll want to read it!

Matthew 4:4 & Psalm 119:103, NLT

People do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes  
from the mouth of God…How sweet your words taste to me;          
they are sweeter than honey.
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The Book Of GOD!

Let the Bible have the final say in your life!

1 Thessalonians 2:13 & Hebrews 4:12, NIV

…when you received the word of God, which you heard from us,     
you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word   
of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe…For the word     
of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword,      
it penetrates…it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
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The Book Of GOD!

Let the Bible have the final say in your life!

James 1:22, NLT & John 7:17, NIV

But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says…  
Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether         
my teaching comes from God…


