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The Lord is My Shepherd

•

So many of us have trusted the Lord to save us from the
fires of hell, yet we are not sure he can safely bring us
home.

•

We know he will take us to heaven, but we are not sure
he will take care of us here on earth.
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Psalm 23 (NIV)
1The

Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.

2He

makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me
beside quiet waters.

3He

restores my soul; he guides me in the paths of
righteousness for his name’s sake.

4Even

though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil, for your rod and your staff, they
comfort me.

Psalm 23 (NIV)
5You

prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies. You have anointed my head with oil; my cup
overflows.

6Surely

your goodness and love will follow me all the days
of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

The Lord Takes Care
of Our Needs
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“The Lord is my shepherd”
Psalm 23:1a

• People today look to various things to take care of
them. Some look at their bank accounts. Some trust
in their power and authority. Some in their
relationships. Others in their success.
• It is easy to look to ourselves to take care of our
well-being, but not David as he looked to God to take
care of his life.

“I shall not be in want”
Psalm 23:1b
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Jesus is the Good Shepherd.

“I am the Good Shepherd.
I know my sheep and my sheep know me.”
John 10:14

•

God promises to provide good shepherds to care for
his people so they will no longer be afraid or terrified,
nor will any be missing (Jeremiah 23:4).

•

God describes what he expects a shepherd to do - feed
the flock, strengthen the weak, heal the sick, bind up
the broken, bring back the strays, and seek the lost
(Ezekiel 34:2-4).
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The best shepherd is one that is willing
to make the ultimate sacrifice.

“The Good Shepherd lays down
his life for the sheep.”
John 10:11

•

We all have the opportunity to choose who is going to
be the shepherd of our lives. There are a lot of choices.

•

The best shepherds are those that are willing to give
their lives for you. The best Shepherd, Jesus Christ,
has already given his life for you.

“We all like sheep have gone astray,
each of us has turned to his own way;
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”
Isaiah 53:6
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“He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads
me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul.”
Psalm 23:2-3

•

He puts us in situations where we have no other option
but to lean on him completely.

•

Let Go & Let God - “Relax. God’s got this!”

•

When we rest in the presence of our Shepherd, he
leads us into environments and situations we can
handle with him. He provides green grass and still
water for our spiritual restoration.

•

But we will not discover those blessings as long as we
remain self-sufficient, as long as we think we can fix
our own problems as we wander on our own path.
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•

He wants to bring us to the end of ourselves, so that we
rest, let go, and trust him to care for us.

“He guides me in paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.”
Psalm 23:3

•

Jesus, our Good Shepherd, wants to direct us on the
right path in every decision we make, and he is willing
to do that on the front end if we will allow him.

•

Not only that, but God can also get us back on the right
path if we have wandered away.
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The Lord Protects Us
from Danger

“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.”
Psalm 23:4

•

Even though valleys are unavoidable in life, there is
always good news. A valley reminds us that another
mountain is up ahead.

•

In order to get to the next mountain, you need to walk
through the valley. You need to keep going because
the only way out is to walk through it.
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•

When you inevitably walk through the valley of
shadows, where things are dark and you just want to
give up and quit, remember that God often does his
best work in the dark.

•

As he guides you in those dark times, you can actually
see him more clearly because your focus is intently on
him.

•

You are safer in a dark valley with God than you would
be any in place else without him.

The Lord Grows Us
in His Presence
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“You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you have anointed my head with oil;
my cup overflows.”
Psalm 23:5

“Greater is he who is in us
than he who is in the world.”
1 John 4:4

•

God knows how to soothe you with his anointing oil.

•

He either gives you a solution to your problem or gives
you the peace you need to sustain you while you are in
the problem.
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“God is able to make all grace abound to you,
so that in all things at all times, having all that you
need, you will abound in every good work.”
2 Cor. 9:8

“Surely goodness and love will follow me
all of the days of my life, and I will dwell
in the house of the Lord forever.”
Psalm 23:6

•

Since we are sheep, we are prone to wander through
life. Our Shepherd is there to guide us through life with
his goodness and love.

•

All we have to do is let him lead us through life. When
we let him lead us, we make it home safe and sound.
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QUESTIONS:
Is the Lord not only your Savior
but also your Shepherd?
Have you completely submitted to him
as a dependent sheep?
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